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Art Unit: 2151 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-35 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant 
fails to provide brief description of Fig. 8a-8f as shown in drawing filed on June 17, 
2003. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 



4. Claims 26-27, and 29-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Braun et al. ("Management of Quality of Service Enabled VPNs, IEEE 
Communication Magazine, May 2001), hereinafter Braun. 

As per claim 26, Braun also discloses storing data for access by an 
application program being executed on a computer, comprising: a data structure 
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stored in said memory [Examiner considers having a computer communicating 
to network with plurality of data inherits data stored in memory], said data 
structure comprising a plurality of data objects for use by said application 
program [Examiner considers connection database, resource database as a 
plurality of data objects (Page 97, Fig 5)], said plurality of data objects 
comprising: an asset data object comprising a physical or logical asset [source 
and remote address (Page 97, Column 16, Iine16)], a profile associated with said 
asset data object for describing said physical or logical asset [USER ID and 
password (Page 97, Column 16, Iine9)], and a value comprising a measured 
value of said asset data object for dynamically updating said value to said 
application program [ bandwidth requested (Page 97, Column 16, Iine17)]. 

As per claim 27, Braun discloses the limitation of said logical asset is a 
device selected from a group consisting of a router, switch, hub, host, server, 
personal computer, and gateway [different locations i.e. edge routers interior 
routers (Page 93, Column 7, line 5) and monitoring of network elements and 
pushing configuration information into all kind of networking devices (Page 93, 
Column 7, lines 24-26); Examiner considers router, switch, hub, host, server, 
personal computer and a gateway as all network devices]. 

As per claim 29, Braun discloses that dynamically managing a network 
using business information [the telecommunications industry (Page 93, Column 8 
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line 32)], said network comprising a network device, comprising: selecting a real 
time variable to be dynamically monitored based on a legal agreement [the 
Services Level Specification must be established (Page 91 , Column 4, Iines39- 
40], measuring said real time variable using said network element [the edge 
routers (Page 91, Column 4, line 43) and various domains; Examiner considers 
edge routers and domains as network elements], and using said measured real 
time variable, determining if a condition in said legal agreement is met [Security 
Associations (SA)(Page 91, Column 4, line 11)]. 

As per claims 30-31, Braun discloses said legal agreement is a Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) [SLA (Page 94, Column 10, line 55)] and said network is 
a VPN [network is a Virtual Private Network (Page 90, Column 2 lines 1-2)]. 

As per claim 32, Braun discloses that said dynamic sales presentation on 
said computer display to a customer [Examiner consider video conferencing on 
IP as dynamic presentation on computer display to a customer], said dynamic 
sales presentation, comprising a real time variable of said network [exchange 
variable, network packet, Page 91, Column 3 line 7)], during said presenting, 
updating said real time variable by measuring a network element of said network 
[packet encapsulation (Page 91, Column 3, line 7)], and displaying said updated 
real time variable to said customer. 
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As per claims 33-34, Braun discloses that said network is a VPN [Network 
is a Virtual Private Network (Page 90, Column 2 lines 1-2)] and relating said 
updated real time variable to cost information [provides records to pricing 
mechanism (Page 96, Column 14, lines 63-64)]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-25, 28 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Braun et al. ("Management of Quality of Service Enabled VPNs", May 
2001, IEEE Communications Magazine), hereinafter Braun as applied above in view of 
Roseman, (U.S. 5,038,318), hereinafter Roseman. 

As per claim 1 , Braun discloses selecting a real time variable of said network 
element [exchange variable, network packet (Page 91, Column, 3 line 7)] for dynamic 
monitoring in a cell on a spreadsheet, measuring said real time variable of said network 
element [packet encapsulation (Page 91, Column 3, line 7)], and using said measured 
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real time variable [IPSec is an open and widely supported architecture for IP packet 
(Page 91 , Column 3, lines27-28)] in said cell. 

As per claim 2, Braun discloses that said real time variable is measured by 
polling said network element [Administration needs to posses a significant amount of 
information about the network's devices and various application (Page 92-93, Column 6, 
lines 69-70)]. 

As per claim 5, Braun teaches that said measured real time variable is stored in a 
memory [Examiner consider inherent, computer system to have memory]. 

As per claims 7 and 17, Braun discloses that said using said measured real time 
variable includes triggering a business action, when said measured real time variable 
satisfies a predetermined condition [The assurance component provides service status 
information (Page 94, Column 10, lines 45-47)]. 

As per claims 8 and 18, Braun discloses said business action includes a 
selection from a group consisting of sending an email, sending a phone message, 
triggering an event in a workflow process, and any combination thereof. [Examiner 
considers providing status information includes messages, sending emails, and 
triggering an event in a workflow process]. 
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As per claim 9, Braun discloses said predetermined condition is exceeding a 
predetermined threshold [Service Level Specification must be established among the 
various DiffServ domains. (Page 91, Column 4, lines 38-40))]. 

As per claims 11, 13-14 and 22, Braun discloses network element is part of a 
Virtual Private Network (VPN) connection [Virtual private network (VPN) Page 90, 
Column 2 line 1], a displaying a status of a network link associated with said network 
element [DifServ domains is a customer network where packets are classified and 
processed by traffic conditioners (Page 91, Column 4, lines 35-40, Fig 1) Examiner 
consider traffic conditioner includes, hardware platform with displaying monitor], network 
link is a VPN link. [Network link is a VPN link, Page 91, Fig 1], and in addition, Braun 
discloses that said network element is part of Virtual Private Network [VPN (Page 90, 
Column 2 lines 1-2)]. 

As per claim 19, Braun discloses a server system for managing a network 
device, wherein said server system is connected to a client computer executing 
software in an Internet browser [The element management deals with processes 
concerning single devices in the network (servers, routers, switches etc) (VPN, Column 
9, lines 23-25)], a data monitor module for periodically monitoring said measurable 
variable [SNMP allows monitoring of network elements (Page 93, Column7, line 23)]; 
and a live update module for sending changes to said measurable variable to said 
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software [all broken device-specific networking functions outlined from Management 
Information Base (Page 93, Column 7, lines 23-33)]. 

As per claim 20, Braun discloses that said measurable variable comprises polling 
a MIB of said network element by using SNMP [SNMP allows monitoring of network 
elements. For periodically monitoring the services, all broken device-specific networking 
functions outlined from Management Information Base (Page 93, Column 7, lines 23- 
33)]. 

As per claim 35, Braun discloses a system for managing a network comprising a 
network element, comprising: means for selecting a real time variable of said network 
element, [exchange variable, network packet (Page 91, Column 3 line 7)] and means for 
measuring said real time variable of said network element [packet encapsulation (Page 
91, Column 3, line 7)]. 

Braun fails to disclose that said software stored in a computer readable medium , 
said server system comprising: a network interface for receiving from said software a 
request to monitor a measurable variable of said network element. Braun also fails to 
disclose a spreadsheet and displaying real time variable in said cell. 

Roseman teaches that said software stored in a computer readable medium 
[ROM memory, the messages received in the interface circuit card, network card, to 
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respective memory locations (Column 4 lines, 9-10)]. Roseman also teaches real time 
variable for dynamic monitoring in a cell or spreadsheet and displaying real time 
variable in said cell [Custom programs obtain stated information from the PLCs as it 
occurs and sends control information in response to changes in the status information 
(Column 2, lines 45-48)]. 

As per claim 3, Roseman teaches that said measured real time variable includes 
displaying said measured real time variable in said cell [The general purpose 
spreadsheet program causes a spreadsheet to be displayed on the visual display 
(Column 4 lines, 53-56)]. 

As per claim 6, Roseman teaches that said measured real time variable is sent to 
said cell only if said measured real time variable changes [PLC registers (indicating 
changes) to transmit the control information contained in certain addressed registers 
directly into that cell or relatively addressed cells in the displayed spreadsheet 
(Roseman Column 3, lines 58-61)]. 

As per claims 10 and 15-16, Roseman teaches displaying real time data from a 
network element on a display at a client computer [The general purpose spreadsheet 
program causes a spreadsheet to be displayed on the visual display (Column 4 lines, 
53-56)], said client computer connected to a server via a public communications 
network, said method comprising: displaying on said display a spreadsheet comprising 
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a plurality of cells, assigning a real time variable to a cell of said plurality of cells, 
wherein said real time variable is measured from said network element, [Configuring a 
programmable logic controller (PLC) network with a central control of the manufacturing 
operation from a spreadsheet program operating in a personal computer (Column 3 
lines 43-45). Examiner considers configuring a PLC network as a public communication 
network], receiving a dynamic update of said real time variable via said server, and 
displaying said dynamic update in said spreadsheet [Write commands in cells in the 
displayed spreadsheet to transfer information contained in that cell or information 
contained in relatively addressed cells to be written into desired and addressed PLC 
registers. Then, PLC to transmit the control information contained in certain addressed 
registers directly into that cell or relatively addressed cells in the displayed spreadsheet 
(Roseman Column 3, lines 52-61) Examiner considers PLC is an interactive media from 
the server connected to Personal computer, Examiner consjders writing information or 
transferring information at desired location as combining static and dynamic updated 
data]. 

As per claim 21, Roseman teaches that said software comprises a spreadsheet 
program [the user then exercises spreadsheet, program through the information 
acquisition program (Roseman Column 3, lines 5-8)]. 

As per claims 23-25, Roseman teaches an asset database [the user then 
exercises data base program through the information acquisition program (Roseman 
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Column 3, lines 5-8)], said network element is associated with an asset object of said 
asset database [the user then exercises data analysis program through the information 
acquisition program (Roseman Column 3, lines 5-8)], and said asset database is an 
objected oriented database, relational database, or a combination thereof [the user then 
exercises spreadsheet, data base or data analysis program through the information 
acquisition program (Roseman Column 3, lines 5-8). Examiner considers spreadsheet 
as an object oriented database and data base analysis as relational database]. 

As per claim 28, Roseman teaches that said application program is a 
spreadsheet program [the user then exercises spreadsheet, program through the 
information acquisition program (Roseman Column 3, lines 5-8)]. 

As per claim 35, Roseman teaches real time variable is dynamically monitored in 
a cell on a spreadsheet and means for using said measured real time variable in said 
cell [PLC to transmit the control information contained in certain addressed registers 
directly into that cell or relatively addressed cells in the displayed spreadsheet (Column 
3, lines 52-61)], 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to provide the VPN of Braun with spreadsheet as taught 
by Roseman, in order to efficiently manage the network data. 
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7. Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Braun as modified as applied to claims 1 and 10 above, in further view of Robert Barr 
("USING GRAPHS TO EXPLORE DATABASES AND CREATE REPORTS," SIGCHI 
Bulleting, July 1990, Pages 24-27), hereinafter Barr. 

As per claims 4 and 12, Braun, as modified, fails to disclose that said measured 
real time variable is displayed as part of a graph. 

Barr teaches the limitation of said measured real time variable is displayed as 
part of a graph [Column 4, lines 18-2, Page 25]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to provide the VPN of Braun with a graph as taught by 
Barr, in order to represent the data visually which makes it more user friendly. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saket K. Daftuar whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8363. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Saket Daftuar 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 
April 6 th , 2005 

• v rn ,. SORV PATENT EXAMINER 




